CHAPTER I
THE EARLY YEARS

"From the Gallery," wrote a journalist of a famous
scene in the House of Commons in 1876, "I saw the
two great Imperial statesmen meet. Chamberlain had
said that Disraeli never opened his mouth without
telling a falsehood. He stood, carefully groomed, eye-
glass in eye, recommending the Gothenburg system.
Disraeli was fetched, sat down, and put up his glass,
which he seemed to hold encircled with his forefinger,
so that he might be quizzing; and so the two surveyed
each other, doubtless exchanging telepathic defiance."
The eye-witness was wrong in the subject before the
House, but in all else his description is supported by
other evidence. The aged Prime Minister certainly
resented the other's attack, which he described as what
"you might expect from the cad of an omnibus".
Perhaps the passage of the years had made him forget
another maiden speech, delivered thirty-nine years
before, when a young member referred to "the noble
lord from his pedestal of power wielding in one hand
the keys of St. Peter and warring with the other", and
not being allowed to finish the sentence. Had the
bitterness with which he had assailed Peel also
escaped the memory of the Conservative leader?
There was already more in common between the
Prime Minister and the new member for Birmingham
than was suspected by any present that day at West-
minster, and there was to be a great deal more before
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